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Happy New Year! Happy News Letter!

Hello and Happy New Year! In this, our first newsletter of 2008, | would like to take some time to in-
troduce myself to those of you | have not met and let everyone know what you can expect from your
Executive Director. | was hired at the end of July and jumped right into the job. We went right to
work planning and hosting the ZingTrain event we held in October. | have been helping get member-
ships updated, recruiting new members and making efforts to meet member businesses. Since this
position is supposed to be part time, | have not been able to meet everyone yet. That is in my plan
for 2008. | am hoping by the end of the year, | will have been able to meet each and everyone of our
members face to face. Throughout the year, | will get in touch with you and set those meetings up.
In the meantime, | can be reached via email and phone if you have any questions, concerns, or just
want to talk. Please do understand, as much as | would like to work 60 hours a week to accommo-
date the immediate needs of everyone, it might take me a day or two to get back to your calls or
emails, but | do promise that | will get back to you. | work from my home office, so | do not keep
“normal business hours”. That being said, don’t be surprised if you get email at strange hours from
me.

The personal side of my life is my family. | am married and have two beautiful daughters (ages 3
and 5). We have a lab/setter puppy, a fish and 5 birds to round out our home in SW Minneapolis. |
love to read and always appreciate book suggestions.

| am very happy to be part of the MetrolBA and | am really looking forward to getting to know all of
you. This organization has fantastic potential and I think, together, we can achieve that potential.
Any feedback and suggestions you have are always welcome and encouraged. We take everything
each member says into consideration.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me! My email address is Melissa@metroiba.org and my
phone number is 612-345-1370.

Melissa Waskiewicz, Your MetrolBA Executive Director
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A Word From Our President

WOW! Our first newsletter...the first of an expanding
newsletter to keep you informed of what we’ve been
doing, what is going on now and where we are head-
ing and as a service to our current members and new
ones. Just because you haven’t heard from us in this
format doesn't mean we haven’t been busy. Some of
our plans got sidelined for a couple of very good rea-
sons. The first was hiring a marvelous and diligent
new Executive Director. If you haven't heard or read
or received a call from her, her name is Melissa
Waskiewicz.

It was a long process and we're thrilled with the re-
sults! We wanted someone who had an office at
home, could stay and grow with the organization, had
an understanding of “Locally Owned Independent
Businesses”(LOIB), some experience and a good un-
derstanding of the process of getting new members
(this is how we are going to have a strong voice). We
needed someone who's energetic, a self motivator
and a bit tenacious. That, in a nutshell is Melissa!
The second item that sidelined some of our plans was
adding the value of Zing Train. Thanks to Jeff Somers
of “Izzy’s Ice Cream and Jeff Warner of “Warners’
Stellian” for their generous contributions, Metro IBA
was able to provide a VALUE to our members. For
those who didn’t make it, there will be more exciting
opportunities to learn and grow your business with
future seminars. On the legislative side, we have two
people sitting on two different workgroups focusing on
Health Care. The Legislators see that Metro IBA is a
force to listen to and reckon with!

What's next you ask?  The roll out of
www.BuylLocalMN.com. This is a companion site to
Metro IBA where any and all LOIB can be listed for
free (at least for now). This is the brain child of Jesse
Mortenson (board member) of “IDC web”, who was
seeing a movement of these sites across the country.

The annual meeting is slated for the spring of '08 and
we currently have 5 open board member seats avail-

able. This is a working board, and it is work. It is like
having a second business with partners! Call or email
Melissa if interested in being on the board. We need

your voice!

Lastly, THANK YOU, to our members. You have
been supportive as we have been getting this organi-
zation off the ground. You have been out their talking
about Metro IBA and telling people to join. You have
recognized that you also have to support and buy from
LOIB’s. However, we need you to do just a bit more.
We need new memberships, as there is strength in
numbers. Share this newsletter and ask your friends,
family and business acquaintances to get involved
with the best new organization! We are a place for
education, networking, promotion and a voice to the
government. If we double in 2008, and again in 2009,
the possibilities are electrifying. WOW!

Nancy Breymeier, President of MetrolBA Board

Introducing buylocalmn.com

One of our priorities is bringing more value to our
members. We did that by bringing acclaimed Zing-
Train to town in October. We're also doing it by us-
ing a new marketing tool: BuyLocalMN

BuyLocalMN will be a consumer-oriented, online
directory for locally-owned, independent businesses.
MetrolBA members will receive "featured" listing and
other benefits, but it will be open to all independent
Minnesota businesses in order to make the site a
compelling tool for consumers.

I've been doing the web development work on the
project, and | am proud to say it is up and running.
You can view the site at www.buylocalmn.com.

We're following a strategy that has been successful
in a number of places around the country. A good
example of this kind of campaign is the Local First
Utah campaign (_http://www.localfirst.org/). You can
find an in-depth article on Local First Utah on our
website.

If you're interested in more actively helping to shape
the development of this project, please contact me
directly at jesse@idcwebdev.com or 651-442-5734.
I'd be very happy to get half a dozen or so folks who
want to dive in, create accounts, and test out the
system.

Jesse Mortenson, MetrolBA Board Member

MetrolBA members
attending ZingTrain in
October 2007.

Look forward to more
training in 2008!

Photo by Cathy Hauser



3 Things you Should Know About Honorable Mentions

In this part of each Newsletter, we will give
mention to our members that have been
acknowledged in the media. If you see an
article or hear of a member in the media,
please contact Melissa so we can make sure

Birch provides our community with clothes and accessories made | it gets mentioned in our newsletter.
from organic, sustainable and recycled materials.

Birch Clothing

2309 W 50th St. Minneapolis, 612-436-0776, birchclothing.com
Owner, Ellen Gavin

Birch’'s merchandise is made under fair labor conditions.
Mpls St.Paul Magazine, Dec ‘07

Birch has a triple bottom line of economic, social and environ-
mental sustainability. Best of the Twin Cities

Birchwood Café - Earnest Eatin’
D’Amico & Sons - Pasta
First Ave. - Improved Rock Club

Cooks of Crocus Hill - Knife Sharpening

Twin Cities Business, Jan ‘08

How to get Information to other Five Star Wealth Managers

MetrolBA Members Nancy Breymeier, Strategic Financial

If you are having an upcoming event or find an
opportunity that you feel is important for MetrolBA MPR Report, Nov. 23, 2007
members to know about, please email the : .

. - ] ) i Toy safety scare is a boon to Minnesota

information to info@metroiba.org. The informa- toymakers

tion will be reviewed, and if appropriate, will be
sent out through our email list to all members

who have given us an email address.

Peapods Natural Toys and Baby Care

WCCO News, Dec. 20, 2007

UPDATES Jason DeRusha’s Blog
-Due to unexpected complications, the Passport pro- Jason did a report on shopping locally. In his
duction was delayed. We are back on track now and follow-up blog post, he mentions MetrolBA

should have the Passport out by Mid to late February. and buylocalmn.com

-If you have a new email address, please send it to us
S0 we can update our records. Congratulations to our Members who

-If you would like any of the information about your busi- | have been named “Best” in their
ness that is found in our member profiles on our web- areas of Business! May 2008 be the
site updated or changed, please email us and we can year all of our Members get the

take care of that. honors they deserve!



The MetrolBA Board

The MetrolBA Board meets the 2nd Wednesday of every month. If you have an agenda item you would
like us to consider or are interested in attending a meeting, please contact Melissa.

Board Members
Nancy Breymeier , President (Strategic Financial Group)Jeff Warner (Warners Stellian)
Tim Tuel, Vice President (Ship Mate) Jesse Mortenson (IDC Web Development)
Kirk Gryder , Treasurer (First National Bank of the Lakes) Jane Prince (individual)
Jeff Sommers , Secretary (Izzy's Ice Cream) Joseph Kurr (individual)

David Unkowsky (Magers and Quinn Booksellers) John Kolstad (Mill City Music)

MetrolBA Contact Info
6640 Lyndale Ave. S, Suite 110, PMB 208, Richfield, MN 55423
www.metroiba.org

info@metroiba.org



